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Abstract

The objective of this qualitative research was to study the history, works and

achievements of Kru Rat’s melodies and lyrics in the wooden puppet performance.

The results showed that Mr. Watcharapong Pansenchutipong, born on Sunday
18™ December 1955 at Talat Kwan Sub District, Mueang District, Nonthaburi Province,
graduated from Chakrabongse Bhuvanarth College. He had the opportunity to stay at
Sarn Boon Silp House, Bangplad 72, which is the house that is well known for the best
Mask Performance and the owner was a very skilled performer. He got to know
Grandmother Sangiam Khridet who was an embroidery maker for performance
costumes, as well as Mrs. Thanom and Mrs. Jintana Thongprakai, who was an
embroidery makers for Baan Narasilpa House, in which both of them were very skilled
and learned how to do embroidery with Mr. Damrong Chuensomsong, who was a very
skilled mask performer teacher and learned various techniques on how to clean the
dresses. These knowledges was an accumulation until it became proficient and later
went to dance classes with Ms. Suwanne Chalanukroh and Mr. Sampan Panmanee,
therefore became very proficient in dance so he then decided to make wooden

puppets due to the f Joe Louis puppet and Yai Chuen Puppets being burnt in fire.




There are many puppet shows, such as the World Puppet Show at the Thailand
Cultural Center or Puppet performance during the coronation of King Rama 10 at
Sanam Luang. As for melodies, from sustained inquiries from Ms. Mantana, there are
melodies that are commonly used. In the puppet show there a 7 common melodies
such as Long Oad Melody (when the character is crying/sad), Long Jaraja (when
characters are speaking), Long Talok (when characters are laughing), Long Hay , Long
Look Len (when characters are playing), Long Toranee Kan Saeng (when the characters
are sad and describing their sadness), Long Cherd/Saner (when characters are walking).
As for instruments and vocal, the band uses Piphat Khrueang Khu (wind and percussion
instruments made out of wood) as for vocals, it must be taken into account on
characters, high-low tones, pressing of tones, and molding of words. Before singing
starts, the Saw U (Thai bowed string instrument) will first be introduced and passed on
to the singer, after the singer had started, the Saw U continues with the “Dern Klon”
melody. It’s the way of singing which will have to adhere to the lyrics until the end
but before the end, there must be a period of resting in order for the singer to have a
break but the Saw U will still have to continue. During the break, there are gimmicks
that can be used with all the melodies as appropriate for lyrics depending on the
expertise and experience of the singer and the player. At the end of the lyrics, in the
last phrase, there are different melodies to the puppet with the chorus receiving in

each melody.

Keywords : Singing and performances in puppet shows puppet shows songs

Puppet melodies Mr. Watcharapong Pansenchutipong



