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The Musical Of Rum Thak Suer at bowee Village, Tanaosri Sub-district,

Suan Phueng District, Ratchaburi Province
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Abstract

The musical of Rum Thak Suer at Bowee village, Tanaosri sub-district, Suan
Phueng district, Ratchaburi province research was qualitative research. This research
aimed to study the role of Bowee village, Tanaosri sub-district, Suan Phueng district,
Ratchaburi province musical including lyrics, melody, and the pattern of Rum Thak
Suer at Bowee village, Tanaosri sub-district, Suan Phueng district, Ratchaburi province
musical.

The research results showed that the Karen who immigrated in Thailand
brought their unique cultures and traditions into Bowee village, Tanaosri sub-district,
Suan Phueng district, Ratchaburi province. In 1999, there was a revitalization of the
Karen cultures including traditions, dance, and music by Mr.Nattapol Wongtong, the
village headman. Moreover, the local government agencies allocated the budget for
musical instruments, costume, and supported the organization of the Karen traditions
to present the cultural identity through their dance.

The inventor of Rum Thak Suer was Mr. Suwan Bunsuk, who propagated the
knowledge to Karen people in Bowee village. Rum Thak Suer was invented from
knitting mat idea that “What would it be if it were woven on a bamboo trunk™ and it
also had a meaning implied that the unity of the people. It also means that when
there were any problems, Karen people can still solve it, just like when they knitting a
mat. It could be knitted in many shapes, so it could be untied too. Therefore, the

invention of Rum Thak Suer band in present was consisted of 4-5 singers, Pud Ta La



(iron xylophone), Jayee Khao (Kroh), Jiey Jiey (cymbals), Mee Ja Rae (mandolin), 2 Do
Padu (drum that looks like Tapon Mon), 4 Do Pee (drum that looks like Luk Peng Mang)
and 1 Bae (drum that looks like bass drum). The band had a form in which arranged
line up in a row in front of the audience. The song used for Rum Thak Suer performance
was called Tai Khlo. The lyrics were used in Karen language means about the
communication to their new Karen generation to preserve Karen cultures and
traditions. Rum Thak Suer was most performed in auspicious event such as the New
Year party, Songkran festival, Bowee Village traditions, and performed for guests who
visit at Bowee village.
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